Analyzing Quotes Through the Disability Lens

The Woo-Woo by Lindsey Wong
“| had been trained not to cry in front of strangers; | was trained not to ‘boo-hoo’'—as my

father called it—at all. ‘Crying will turn you into a zombie like Mommy,’ he would often
announce, making the cuckoo sign around his earlobe whenever he referenced wild
breakdowns on my mother’s side. In our family, crying was considered contagious; it
made you extremely vulnerable to the Woo-Woo ghosts, which was why, as an older
teenager and then an adult, | became too scared to cry, convincing myself that | did not
suffer from any extraordinary affliction of sadness.” (15)

1. ldentify the disability in this passage.

2. Which model of disability does this fit into? Explain.

3. How does this representation show harmful ideas about disability?



The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood

“In the colonies, they spend their time cleaning up... This bunch doesn't like dead
bodies lying around. They're afraid of a plague or something. So the women in the
Colonies there do the burning. The other Colonies are worse, though, the toxic dumps
and the radiation spills. They figure you got three years maximum, at those, before your
nose falls off and your skin pulls away like rubber gloves. They don't bother to feed you
much, or give you protective clothing or anything, it's cheaper not to. Anyway they're
mostly people to get rid of...It's old women...and Handmaids who've screwed up their
three chances... Discards, all of us. They're sterile of course. If they aren’t that way to
begin with, they are after they've been there for awhile” (287-288).

1. What environmental problems in this quote seem to be part of why society has
collapsed?

2. What kind of women are sent to clean up in the Colonies?

3. What happens to the women’s bodies after working in these conditions? How are
these physical changes described?

4. What bigger message does that send about how people with disabilities or health
problems are viewed in this society?

5. What disability model/myth does this fit into? (Hint: Look near the end of guide)



